
Serving the Youth of Greater Vienna  
for over 60 Years! 

Visit us at www.OptimistClubofGreaterVienna.org  
Weõre on Facebook! Facebook.com/ViennaOptimistClub 

 

Calendar  

 

January 1 ñ New Yearõs Day 

 
January 2 

No Meeting  
 

January 9 
Board Meeting  

7:30 pm ñ Bauersõ Home, Vienna 

 

January 16 

CCDHH Meeting 

NOTE SPECIAL TIME 
6:15ñSocial Time; 7:00ñDinner 

VIENNA American Legion Hall 

 

January 21 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
 

January 23 
òFourth Wednesdayó dinner delivery  

Culmore Teen Center; Team B (Bauer Captains) 

OO PTIMISTICALLYPTIMISTICALLY   
SSPEAKINGPEAKING   

The Newsletter of the Optimist Club of 
Greater Vienna 

         January 2019 

News and Notes  
Welcome to 2019! It may be an arbitrary 

marker, but January is traditionally a time of 

new starts and resolutions for improvement. 

Here is a humble suggestion for a resolution 

for each of us: ñI resolve to attend Optimist 

Club meetings regularly.ò Our peripatetic 

years seeking a permanent home for meet-

ings has taken a toll on attendance. We are 

still split between the Fairfax and Vienna American Legion Posts, with the occa-

sional special location thrown in for awards programs. Be determined not to let 

this deter you from joining your fellow Optimists for a meal and camaraderie! 

Attendance by Club members also shows support to our guests and honorees; an 

empty house sends a less supportive message. We are here for the kids, and for 

each other! 

An excellent opportunity to put this resolution into action is 

our first meeting of the year on January 16 at the Vi-

enna American Legion. Our annual Communications 

Contest for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (CCDHH) 

gives elementary school kids with hearing challenges the 

opportunityðand encouragementðto engage in public 

speaking. To accommodate our young guestsô schedule, we 

will start the evening early. Please come at 6:15 to wel-

come and get to know the contests, their families and their 

teachers. 

 

Optimist International , our parent organization, 

has sent out a survey via email to all Optimists. 

According to the email, the survey questions 

ñhave been created by the International Develop-

ment Ad Hoc Committee of the Board of Direc-

tors to help chart a course for future new club  

development efforts outside North America and the Caribbean nations. Your an-

swers to these questions will help Optimist International determine whether any 

particular region or nations can or should be targeted for our growth efforts. Your 

participation is greatly appreciated.ò Click here to link to the survey site.  

http://survey.constantcontact.com/survey/a07efzggka2jqfq5ywv/a021cvjqo913u4/greeting
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From the President  
Greetings Fellow Optimists, 

There is much to be thankful for as we head into the 
New Year! Al D . is recovering nicely from his heart attack 
and stent surgery. Rob R.  is recovering and is in rehab at 
Mt. Vernon Hospital hoping to be sent home on the 11

th
. 

Jim W.  is caring for Lillian  at home.  

Our tree sales fundraiser was a great success! The lot 
officially closed with the evening shift on Monday, Decem-
ber 17

th
. Two small trees remained with a note asking for a 

donation by whoever might take them. A donation was de-
livered by hand to Michele Wright at the Rotary Club meet-
ing the following Wednesday, to make sure it reached us! 
By Friday, the lot was cleaned up and everything was 
tucked away for next year. Thanks to Dick Lippert, Tom 
Fraim, Al Dunkerley  who coordinated all the details and 
Tom Bauer  who collected and tallied the funds collected 
throughout the sales period. Our team leaders Rich Orde-
man, Jeff Johnson, Al Dunkerley, Dick Gongaware, 
Tom Spengler and Ed Wonder  who orchestrated all the 
team and JOI clubs support, deserve a round of applause 
for a job well done. But of course where would we be with-
out the support of our members  who volunteered to work 
all those shifts no matter what the weather. It was a com-
bined team effort with Optimist Club members, Friends of 
Optimists members, teams, JOI Clubs, family, friends, and 
even coworkers who helped us sell all those trees. We ap-
preciate everyoneôs efforts. 

Thanks to Laurie Cole, Tom Spengler, and Pat So-
lan*  for taking a meal and birthday party to the Culmore 
Center the day after Christmas. The kids enjoyed our left-
over candy canes! 

January 16 is our CCDHH contest which is always a 
showcase for these exceptionally talented students. Donôt 
miss this opportunity to share with a friend the good work 
that your club is doing in the Greater Vienna community. 
This contest will be held at the Vienna  Legion. Weôll start at 
6:15 with dinner at 7:00. Please RSVP to me if you are 

coming.  (Just click the highlighted text to link to the email.) 

February 6 we will be at the Fairfax  Legion for our Tree 
Sales wrap-up report. Social time starts  at 6:45, with din-
ner at 7:30. Our guests that evening will be representatives 
of some of the groups that greatly helped our effort. Please 
come to show our appreciation to them!  

We are starting a brand new year full of promise and 
opportunities for us to advertise our club and attract new 
members. We can grow our club with new enthusiastic 
members just like the members we have now. I challenge 
each of you to invite at least one friend to an Optimist func-
tion this year.  

Finally, I was interviewed last fall for ñYour Need to 
Knowò by Catherine Read.  It is now on You Tube and you 

can access it at https://readthinkact.com/optimist-club-of-
greater-vienna-with-susanbauer/  I made a couple of mis-
takes and there were a few errors in her write up but over-
all it gives a good synopsis of what we do and why.  
Please share with your friends so we can get the word out 
that the Optimist Club of Greater Vienna is where the ac-
tion is if you want to help kids and your community. 

Happy New Year, 

Madame President,  Susan   

*Editorôs Note: And thanks to Susan Bauer , as well, who pre-
pared a dish for the meal even though she had plenty else to do! 

It is a mighty struggle!  

A little-known story from mythology is that after Hercules 

proved his worth by completing his twelve labors, he was given a 

truly difficult task: producing an up-to-date directory for his civic 

club.  

Our own mythic hero(ine), Kathy Cutri, has conquered this chal-

lenge! Earlier this month she distributedðvia emailðan updated 

Club Directory. If you did not receive a copy, please let her know 

at secretary@optimistclubofgreatervienna.org.  

And while we are on the topic of the directory, please remember 

that the directory is to be used for Optimist Club business only.  

Sure, Hercules 

slayed the    

Hydra and did 

some other 

stuff. But then 

his real work 

began...  

mailto:president@optimistclubofgreatervienna.org?subject=RSVP%20for%20January%2016,%202019
mailto:president@optimistclubofgreatervienna.org?subject=RSVP%20for%20January%2016,%202019
https://readthinkact.com/optimist-club-of-greater-vienna-with-susanbauer/
https://readthinkact.com/optimist-club-of-greater-vienna-with-susanbauer/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hercules
mailto:secretary@optimistclubofgreatervienna.org?subject=Directory,%20please!


December Highlights  
And other stuff weÙve been up to! 
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From start        

 To finish 

It was a great season! 
Maybe Optimism paves the way for 

serendipity. However it happened, this 
year we somehow got pictures of the 
first and the last trees sold on our lot. 

These, and all the customers in be-
tween, helped us fund our Youth Pro-

grams for another year! 

You have to be an optimist                 
to commit to a bike ride on New 

�<�H�D�U�·�V���'�D�\ 

From Optimist Gary Moonan: The annual New 
Yearôs Day cycling event at Hains Point, the HP 
100, is a 3.3 mile course done 33+ times. Locally 
itôs known as the worldôs most boring 100 mile 
event. John Andrews rode 40+ miles while I did a 
bit over 20 miles. In 2018 John and I were satu-
rated as it rained heavily from the start of the 
event.  

The Sloth Cycling Team [Gary, John, and Ed Won-
der, below] is recognition of our fading cycling 
prowess. We have completed a couple of óeventô 
rides and are happy to finish without injury or inci-
dent. While we are serious about cycling, we donôt 
take ourselves too seriously. 

Going the Extra 1,000 Miles for Kids  

Longtime Vienna Club Optimist (and now FOI) Bob McCormick felt the need 

to make a major statement about the importance of intergenerational justice. 

So he walkedðfrom his 

home in Denver, Colorado, 

to the Capitol in Washing-

ton, DC. On a cold Decem-

ber day, several Optimists, 

along with family and other 

friends, welcomed Bob 

when he arrived in Vienna 

along the W&OD Trail. To 

learn more about Bobôs 

journey and intergenera-

tional justice, visit his web-

site, AWalkforChange.org 

�´�3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�·�V���&�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q�µ��
Awarded to Jim Houston  

At our Holiday Banquet, President 
Susan spoke on behalf of all our mem-
bers when she thanked Jim Houston 
for his exceptional service to the Opti-
mist Club of Greater Vienna. Then she 
presented him with the ñPresidentôs 
Citationò, from OI. As the certificate 
says, ñThe Presidentôs Citation is be-
stowed upon an individual who has 
demonstrated an exceptional dedica-
tion, care and love of the Club, Club 
Members, District and Optimist Inter-
national.ò We all agree that pretty 
much describes Jim to a ñTò. Thank 
you, Jim, and congratulations! 


